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conditions of life in a medieval village under the eye
of the Church, or in a Scotch or New England village
in the seventeenth century under the eyes of the
elders. It is curious to realise how much easier it
was to suppress religious heresy than sexual laxity.
We have seen how liberal the Ecclesiastical Courts
had to be in spite of themselves where offences of
chastity were concerned. Acquittal by compurga-
tion seems to have been fairly easy, and excom-
munication does not seem to have occurred very
often. There are two cases of long-standing ex-
communication recorded in 1579 as follows:

1.  "1579.    30   May.   Meringtone.    The  offices
of  the Judge against Margery Brandelinge.    She
standeth excommunicate a longe tyme, and hathe
commytted fornicacion in Newcastell, and fled to
one Umfray Blaxstone's house in Lytle Shiltone.
Did not appear."

2.  "1579.    4    April.    Sedgefielde.    The   offices
of the Judge against Helionor Dent.    Fornication
with   Thomas   Elstobe.    She   has   fled.    Excom-
municated." *

^.....But these cases must have been rare, and in any

case excommunication did not seem to amount to
more than banishment from the place. John Knox,
on the other hand, was not inclined for half measures
when introducing the morality of Calvin into Scot-
land. He made adultery a capital offence, but this
only resulted in sodomy becoming more prevalent.
He then ordained that all sodomites were to be
burnt alive; but as we hear very little of these
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